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According to Mario Rodriguez, trade affairs minister for the Mexican Embassy, on June 19 a special
committee of the Organization of American States (OAS) reached almost complete agreement with
Reagan administration officials on undesirable features of the omnibus trade bill passed by the
House. Debate in the Senate on its version of trade legislation was expected to begin June 23 or
June 24. Rodriguez spoke as head of the special OAS panel that completed two days of meetings on
the impact of US trade legislation on Latin American economies. On the advice of administration
officials, Rodriguez said, Latin American representatives decided to take their case to Capitol Hill.
Meanwhile, President Reagan met with the Senate Republican leadership and warned for the
second time last week that he will be forced to veto trade legislation if the Senate does not improve
upon the bill passed by the House in April. Two of the Republican leaders, Robert Packwood (Ore.)
and John C. Danforth (Mo.), said there is still a chance that Congress can pass a bill the president
will sign. More than 100 amendments have been proposed for the bill in the Senate, where the
debate is expected to last for two to three weeks. Senate Majority Leader Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.),
announcing plans to bring the trade bill to the floor by June 24, warned Senate colleagues June 19
that the debate could include day, night and Saturday votes. The appeal to the White House by the
special OAS committee reflects the anxiety experienced by US trade partners around the world the
Congress tries to reverse five years of record trade deficits. Rodriguez said Mexico's major concerns
include a provision to reduce US dependence on oil imports that could result in an oil tax; new
restrictions on steel imports; a new definition of subsidies aimed at natural resources such as oil and
gas that could hurt Mexico's cement, ammonia and carbon black industries, and the removal of the
president's discretion to impose trade restrictions. (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, 06/20/87)
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